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To ins SISTKU IL K. N. (AT STOWLANHLOFT).
Qctdw lf>, 1831.
For some time Whately's promotion teased me much, and in a selfish way. AH far as ho himself is concerned, ono must always fool sorrow about it, for 1 think ho will not now havo a day of peace till his life's end, any more than tho Abbot Boldface after quitting the Abbey of Jhundronnon ; and Ip thinks all this too. .Hut my first annoyanco was as to my own prospects, for I foresaw ho would ask mo some time, or other to join him at .Dublin, and not oidy did I feel it would seem selfish and ungrateful and cowardly not to do KO, hut I feared It might turn out to bo my duty on direct grounds, and had oven thought (that is, for Homo time) that a post in Ireland was tho one thing which seemed to have* claims enough to draw mo from Oxford: porhapn you have heard mo say HO.
However, by this time I think my mind is quite made up that it is my duty to remain whoro 1 nm, HO remain I shall (Is it not good to answer before .1 am asked'/) My reasons for remaining arc'* those; first, I am actually engaged to .Mr. KOHO for a Hucccsnion of work.s [historical, of the C'mmeilH, J. II. N.j tho composition of which is quite incompatible with tho duties of a pont about an Archbishop; next, thin engage-2uont will bo in itnelf a channel of rxriuhivo usefulness, whidi 1 should bo abandoning just as I had begun it; thirdly, the1 study of theology is very much neglected at Oxford, ami I may bo doing peculiar Horvieo to tin* place (by *jweuliar'l mean what others will tint do) by cultivating it; fourthly, il times iiro troublous, Oxford will want hot bended men, am! such I mean to ho, and 1 am in my phu*o; fifthly, I. have, xotm doubts whether my health would .stand an Irfah engagement Many minor reanouH might be added to th«* above. I drear "Whatoly proponing Komothing jilt*. tu*vor diti; ho knew im better than .1. knew myself --J. IL ,N, j, hut expert nothing hu* mediate, though at first 1 did.
You may asmim* KidkarclH front nu\ that I am a reformer
j;fl 11                      as much as ho can bo,    I HhouUi lllw (a* fur as I van under
«tand the* matte»r) to Kulmtituto tin* First Prayer Hook of Kb| Edward for tho present one ; hut Hitch rofomwan* not popular that is tho worst of it; KO t.hat prtiettciilly I. do Imcomo at imti«r«former in tho modem Ht*ttMiu>f tho wort!. I am tltnukfu tho Bishops havo latt»ly playtHl HO lx»ki a pnrtt but 1. fimr ihin omiHton, if it hud any.    Ifc In
